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arose between the two parties and continued for a period of five
years, during which they developed into an armed conflict between
China and Russia. The conflicts ended only when Japan invaded
Manchuria in 1931 and gave a new slant to the entire problem of
the Chinese Eastern Railway.

INDEPENDENT SINKIANG

During the first years after the Russian Revolution trade with
Sinkiang decreased considerably; political pressure from the Rus-
sian side of the border ceased, the Russian armies in central Asia
melted away. Russian influence in Sinkiang ail but disappeared.

Now remnants of the defeated and fleeing White armies of
General Bakich and Atamans Dutov and Anenkov, crossed into
Sinkiang in considerable numbers. It was estimated that some 50,-
ooo troops thus entered China; the great majority of them soon
moved eastward, but about 6,000 remained in Sinkiang during
the twenties.17

The first agreement between Soviet Russia and Sinkiang was
concluded on May 27,1920. In accordance with the then prevalent
trend of abolishing "unjust tsarist treaties," the privileges accorded
to Russian tradesmen in 1881 were renounced. The agreement
was signed by the Governor of Sinkiang and later approved by
Peking. Although technically limited to the Ili district, it was
actually applied to all of Sinkiang. It remained in force until Octo-
ber, 1931.18

When the great uprisings of the 1920*5 in Russian Turkestan
were quelled, and especially in 1930, when the collective farming
experiment there got under way, great numbers of natives of Soviet
central Asia began to move into Sinkiang. Unlike the White armies,
these Russian "emigres" belonged to the same ethnic strains as
the natives of Sinkiang. At first they managed to move across the
border with horses and cattle; later they arrived without any prop-
erty. The number of these refugees is unknown; it must have
amounted to many thousands.

In the meanwhile the Soviet Union was consolidating its central
Asian provinces. The formerly vassal states of Khiva and Bukhara
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